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before you have anything to eat. That night, sleep with your
husband and you will conceive without fail. The Great Lady
has a big belly. It was I who gave her the medicine. And
I will tell you something else. Make yourself a little bag and I
will give you a spell written in red ink to put in it. Carry it
on your body, and you will bear a son. You have my word for
that. It has never been known to fail."

Golden Lotus was delighted. She put the medicine and the
charm into a box. Then she consulted a calendar. The next
JSn Tzu day was the twenty-ninth. She gave the nun three
ch'iens of silver. "This is very little/' she said, "it will buy
you some vegetarian food. But when I have a baby I will give
you some silk to make clothes with/'

" "Don't trouble about that," the nun said, "I am not so
greedy as Nun Wang. You remember when I he!4 that service
for the dead lady. She said I had done her out of it, and
quarrelled with me. Now, she never meets me without saying
something horrid. But she can go to Hell. I am not going to
argue with her. My only aim in life is to do all the good I can
and save people from misfortune."

"Do the best you can," Golden Lotus, said. "We can't
expect everybody to be as kind as we are. Don't mention this
business to her."

"Oh, I shall say nothing about it," Hsueh said. "It shall
be a secret between ourselves. Last year, when I did this for
the Great Lady, Wang said I had been too well paid, and
nagged at me until I gave her half I got. A fine god-fearing
creature she is! She never fasts, and she is far too fond of
money. She takes alms from everybody and never does any-
thing in return. When she dies and is born again, she will be
something worse than a horned animal. I'm sure of it."

Golden Lotus told Plum Blossom to give the nun some tea*
When she had drunk it she went to the Lady of the Vase's
room to pay her respects to the tablet. Then she went back
to the inner court.

-     In the afternoon, the Moon Lady had tables laid in her

room and invited all the ladies and the nuns. She also had a table

set iix the middle room and a fire lighted, so that they could

drink wine there in honour of Tower of Jade's birthday,

The wine was poured into jade cups. Tower of Jade, herself